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Some Thoughts on the preſent State of Aſſairs,- &c.. | * 


N.a Storm, it is not only permitted, but required, that every Paſſen-- 
ger in the Ship (who runs an equal Risque of drowning with-the 1 

: Mariners ) ſhould put to his helping hand, to keep her off Shelves: 0 
and Rocks, and bring her to a ſafe Harbour. n 
Tho' the Repreſentatives of a Nation are indeed more immediatly con- [I 
cerned, and have more frequent opportunities than others, to interpoſe tl 


their United Courage and Wiſdom for ReQificing the Diſorders of a State; 2 
vet Private Men may be allowed to give their thoughts on ſuch matrers;; | © 
and it is the duty, of every Member of the Societyto exert themſelves in DN 


theic ſeveral. Capacities with the outmoſt vigor for the common welfare. DD 
The warm Debates in the Houſe, the Thundering Declamations from 0 
* the Pulpits, and the ſweating Jabours of the Preſs ate evident Symptoms al 

that our Body-Politick Labours under ſome dangerous Diſtemper, Which, dt 

ſeems to have been of long contracting, and to have altnoſt corrupted the C4 

whole Maſs of Blood, fo that Death muſt. certainly enſue, unlets ſome .C( 

healing Methods be fallen on co-allay the ferment of theſe bad Humors | is 

which has ſo much impared.our. Health, and weakend.our ſound Conſti- | P 

%% % gl ul 0 T Roe 

It would conſume too much time to enumerate the many Grievances- th 

this poor Nation has been ſtrugling with theſe. ſeveral Years, but ſeing NV 
the Source of all our Miſery, may be ſaid to take date from our being unit- Pe 

ed under one Soveraign with a Nation more Wealthy and Powerful than: | 
our ſelves: Before I proceed further, 1thail briefly give ſome Reaſons to ha 
he w, that ſince that time, all our Affairs have been in a. declining ſtate, . fa 
and gone hackwards. 5 j 9 78 ble 


By taking our Kings from Us, we ate deprived of all the benefits which: | liv 


we would undoubtedly reap by enjoying his pretence : Where Courts are, of 
| Money Circulars; and all Ranks of People are certainly gainers, ſo ſar is cre 
| there a Lucrum Ceſſans, but the damnum emergens is much greater, for ever | fo 
7 ſince our Kings reſided in England, vaſt Sums of Money have gone yearly inf 
=: ont of the Kingdom, which has more impoveriſhed it, than all our loſſes the 
1 in the ballance of Trade with the reſt of Europe. | g lea 
{ A great part of our Nobility and Gentry give conſtant attendance 1 
i London, by which theic Fortunes are not only waſted and laviſhed, but be- an: 
4 ing taken, and accuſtomed: with the Fngliſb Plenty, andtheir ſoft and luxn- | ye! 
F  wious Way ot living, when they, gome home, they cannot Inure them- | fro 
| . 9 8 e — ſelyes | bat 
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ſelves torhe Vigor, Vertue and Frugality of their famous Anceſtors, but 
conſume moſt ot their time in Sloth, and Eaſe, and either contemns, or are 
cateleſs, and indifferent of the true concernsof their Native Countrey, 
But what is yet worſe, by being for ſo long a time deprived of the pre- 
ſence of .our Soveraigns, we have no opportunity to repreſent our juſt 
Grievances, nor can they be informed of the true intereſt of Scotland, but 
by their Secretaries ; who if they be not Men of Honour, Courage and 
Integrity, have too frequent temptations to grow rich with the ſpoils of 
their Countrey, and raiſe their greatnefs on its Ruines, but GOD forbid 
any of them ſhould ever ſtoop ſo low to Act as Journey - men to the Engliſh 
JFCCÄC(GGCCGTT OL e FE /49s hy A: od; LAY | 
So long as Scots Affairs run in this Channel, Parliaments will dous little 
good, we are the leſſer Kingdom, and our intereſt muſt give way to that 
of our Richer Neighbours, which many times forces our States Men (I 
am obliged in Charity to believe, contrary to their Inclinations ) to be 
determined by the Advices and influences of their Miniſters, who con- 
cert with them what is to be undettaken in the Scots Parliament, the ac- 
compliſhing whereof will fix their intereſt at Court, and the performance 
is very ealie, our Managers having the ſole Diſtribution of Penſions and 
Places, by which they draw the Majotity to their fide. Ts (en 
IlIſſpeak not this with a deſign to Reflect on any of our Miniſters now at 
the Helm (for whom I have a great deal of reſpect) I only regret our 
Misfortne, to be ſubject to the dangerous infiuences and Counſels of a 
People whoſe intereſt and inclinations are ſo different from ours. 
Things and not Perſans are to be found fault with, and if any thing 
has been hitherto done amils, let it be forgot and Rectified for the future: 
far be it from me to rip up old lores, or expoſe our late wounds to a freſh 
bleeding, I wiſh with all my beart paſt miſcarriages may be but ied in Ob- 
livions, and that all Scots Men may heartily join to promote the welfare 
of their Country :; But I muſt be pardoned to ſay, that ſo long as our Se- 
cretaries - (who are ſubject to Infirmities, as well as other Men) depend 
fo much on an Eagliſb Miniſtry, and fo long as they have fo powerful an 
influence on our Parliaments, we can never reap theſe Advantages from 
their Meeting, that were deſign'd by their firſt inſtitution, For give me 


leave to ſayy 5 V . 
- Tho Parliaments are an eſſential part of our Conſtitution, the Guardi- 
ans of the Peoples Liberties, and the beſt fence againſt Arbitrary Power, 
yet, as the beſt things may be depraved, ſo may Parliaments degenerate 
from their firſt Original; and if the Peoples Reprefentatives can be De- 
bauched in their Principles, and be brought to Act as the Miniftry directs 
n 0 * 0 , N | RIO Ys . them 
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them, they lofe their Genuine vertue and luſtre, our goodly Conſtitution 


degenerats i into a Monſtruous ſort of Tyranny, and Liberty and Property 


remain but empty ſounds; it's therefore of the greateſt importance to keep 
our Legiſlative power untainted 


To give Parliaments their full Force, and make them truly uſeful, and 


capable to anſwer the Nation's Wants and Exigencies, great Care muſt be 


taken, that they be rightly conſtitute, that there be neither a Flaw 1 in the 


Elections, nor in the due Qualifications of the Members. 


It has been much complaiaed, of late, that our Peers too offeiouſſy EZ 
meddle in the Elections of the other Two States, whichis a great Encroach- 


ment: Some are of Opinion, that our Peers are too numerous already, 


and that we ſhould have Two Houſes, if there be Reaſon for this, there 


is much more, that they ſhould not be allowed to concern themſelves in 
= the Elections of theſe, who can only ballance their greater power. 


As to the Qualifications neceſſary to the Repreſentatives, their Conſtitu- 
ents are moſt competent Judges; but if we would have them warmly and 
impartfally to eſpoufe the true Intereſt of their Countrey : All who have 
Penſions, Commiſſions in the Army, Cuſtoms, or Excite, ſhould Le en 


cluded, as unfit for ſuch a Truſt. 
: This needs not be thought ſuch a ſtrange Propoſal, it hackor fonts Yoars 


paſt been put in practice in England; that wile Nation is ſenſible of the 
good Effects of it, and found this Step neceſſary for preventing the com- 


mitting any Rape on their Liberties, by theſe in whoſe Hands they are 


encruſted and depoſitat: And we have no leſs Reaſon to look to our Se- 


curity. 


merit to meet every Year, but it will not be i improper. to renew the anci- 
ent Cuſtom of electing the Repreſentatives of Shires and Burghs every Mie 


I.t is our Misfortune, that our Parliathents meet fo n and this their 
Seſſions are ſo ſhort; The Firſt of theſe Evils may be obviate by ſuch an 
Act as the Triennial Law in England, it coſt indeed' a vaſt Sum of Money, 

but that People never reckons a Purchaſe too dear; that enlarges the Pri- 

viledge of the Subject. It may perhaps be too expenſive for our Parlia- 


ebaeimaſs, this would be an effectual Means to prevent corrppting of Mem- | 


bers, the molt dangerous way ot ſubverting Liberty. 

When our Parliaments do meet, they ſeldom ſit above a Month or fix 
Weeks; for when the King or Queen s Buſinefs (as they call it) is over, 
the Breath of an Adjournment blows them Home again, without doing 


any thing for the Ser vice of their Countrey, or the Sarhfacion of their 
Conſtituents. 


The l 
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The only Reafon given to juſtifie this Procedure is, that Parliaments are 


both expenſive to the Crown, and the Countrey In Anſwer to which, 
T beg leave to ſay, fo ſoon as the Countrey can be made ſenſible, that 
they are to be Gainers by Pariiaments, they will not grudge ſome extra- 


ordinary Charges, and I know few that care to give Money for nothing; 
As to the Expenſes of the Crown, I acknowledge they cannot be altoge- 


ther avoided, but ways and means may be fallen on to reſtrict them, and 


cut off ſuch as are-ſuperflupugs. |... - b 3 
It would tend to the Dignity, as well as Intereſt of our Monarchs, that 
the Royal Apartments were once compleatly furniſhed, and kept in good 


Onder, tor Accommodation of the High Commiſſioners in time coming, 
which may be done for a leſs Sum than has been beſtowed on theit extra- 
ordinaty Equippage theſe Seven or Eight Years paſt. 


at the Allowance for their Table is extravagant, | 
and that the one half may ſuffice ; for I would gladly know, what neceſ- 
ſity there is for Fourty Members of Parliament to Dine every day with the 


Tam alfo of Opinion, th 


Commiſſioner? A Sumptuous Entertainment may well fatiace the Appe- 


tite, but can never bribe or proſelite the Reaſon of any, who have not the 


Senſual Inclinations of Brutes. # 2 3 8 
This Practice was introduced in Middleton Parliament juſt after the Re- 
ſtoration, and tho the Nation, upon fo happy a Change, might be allow- 


ed a little Extravagance, yet we have had ſufficient Cauſe of Mortificati- 
on ſince, by our many fad Calamities at Home, and Melancholly Diſap- 


pointments Abroad. 8 | 


” N 


If thus, by good OEconomy, the Expenſes of our Parliament might be 


lowed the one half, and nothing lop't off, but the extravagant part, which 


is rather a Trouble than Advantage both to the High Commiſlioner and 


the Honourable Members, they would have more time to diſpatch 


Buſineſs, 


If the Legiſlative Power be once rightly conſtitute, there is theleſ; dane 
ger from the Miniſterial, for Streams are {ſeldom muddy, where the Foun- 


_ tain is clear. 


The next thing I offer to the Conſideration of the High Court of Parlia- 


ment is, tc make a narrow Enquiry how the Publick Fonds have been ma- 
naged ſince the Revolution; there has been loud Complaints, that much 
of that Money has been embazled, and converted into wrong Uſes: It 
will chere fore be fit to enquire, what ground there is for ſuch Complaints, 


that Juſtice may be done to the Nation, which being Poor, had need to he 


very Fcugal: Nor can there be a greater Encouragement for granting New | 
Supplies, than to be made ſenſible, chat former Aids have been applied 


for the Uſes they were given. Pelides 


—— 
EY 
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PETR and "I we had 1 and two feveral Poles. 
"Theſe extraordinary Taxations fell heavy on the meaner Sort of People 
they were impoſed for paying the Debts and Acrears.due.to the Countrey. 


and Army; but it is confidently ſuggeſted, that others have. reaped the _ 
greateſt Advantage: And ſeing .theſe Debts may ſcme time or other be. 
charges on the Countrey, why ſhould not the Hyy and Cry be raifed af- 

ter fluch, as ate ſuſpeRed to have robb'd the Pub, ick, chat they may be 


brought to a fair Try al. 


Now that I am on the Publiek Fonds, 1 mul ſpeak a lietle of theExciſe, 
which is no inconſiderable Branch thereof, and has more than once tallen 


very far ſhort of the Quota it was Farmed for. 


I uam told by Perſons Skilled i in ſuch Matters, that the Alteration of the | 
Duty on Malt, and putting it upon the Liquor, was an Advantage to the 


'Tackſmen : If this holds true, the great Dearth is the only ground for 
pleading Rebatements. 


We had indeed a very great and long Dearth of that Grain, and b wut 
be owned, that theſe who Farmed the Exciſe immediatlv before i it happe- 
ned, are very well founded to era ve Deductiqus, becauſe the Dearth was 


Caſus Super veniens as to them, but their Succeſſors have no ſuch Pretext ; 


for much about the time of their engaging, Malt and Barley gave the high- | 
eſt Rates, ſo that they had, or at leaſt might have had under their View, 
What this Branch was able to yield at that time, and ought to have made | 
Offer accordingiy, and not to have gone at a Venture, in hopes to get an 
Eaſe by the Favour and Mediation of ſome Stateſman: And che Managers 
of our Revenue, who had ſo often Experience of the many Pretexts made 
uſe of, for Deductions to the Farmers of the Publick Fonds, ſhould have 
taken care to fix the laſt Tackſmen better, by inſerting ſuch plain Clauſes 


In their Contract, as would have made the Terms thereof clear, and left 
no place for Cavilling. 


It merits the Wiſdom of the Parliament, to take ſoine effeaual Method 


to diſcourage Pragmatick Medlers with the Publick Fonds ; and that their 


Product may be rendred more certain for the future, it may perhaps. be 
adviſzable, to turn the Exciſe into a Collection: It was by. this wiſe Me- 
thod, that it wasſo much improveninour Neighbouring Nation ſome Years: 


before the late Revolution; And the then Commiſſiouers of. Treaſaury, 
knew ſo exactly what the Exciſe could yield that if, at any time, they 


had enclined co Farm it, they could not poſſibly be impoſed on. 


Till Peace and ſetled Times has brought things to a more certain Con- 


\* Gtency, it may not be improper to take a middle Courſe bet wixt a Farm 
») and a  Golleaion; That is to ſay, that the Excile or Cuſtoms be ſet at a 


1 | | Coeltain 
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certain yearly Rent; below the true value: The Tackſmen may be agreed 
with for their Expenſes in managing, then to give them ſome moderate 
Encouragement, by way of Poundage, out of the Profits they ſhall make 
over and above the Tack Duty, and the entire Overplus; (their Alle W- 
ences deducted) to be accompted for to the Exchequer. Es 

By this Means the Government will have a fixed Rent to depend on, and 
ſuppoſe private Induftry ſhould improve any Dury very much, the largeſt' - 
Share thereof will accrue to the Crown; and if either a New Fond can bo 
put in a good Method and Order, by ſuch an Undertaking, or if an old 

one, (which for ſome Years has been almoſt ſinking) can be thus rettiev- 
ed, the Revenue will be advanced, the People eaſed, and at expiring of 
the Tack, the Queen may either Farm it on, or manage it by Faithful Col- 
lectots of known Merit and Integrity, and who have other Qualifications 

to recommend them, than meerly for their haviog the good Fortune to be: 


© 


Members of Parliament. 


The Farming the Cuſtoms ſome years ago to the Royal Burrows, was a 
very dangerous Error, and a more compendious way to ſubvert our Con- 
ſtitution than all the QMarrantos brought againſt Incorporacions by King: + 
— RINSE JANE IDE SCORSESE it En pint, 747 x 
Ihe foot they are on at pfeſent is ſomething better, but I am afraid 
they will turn to no great Accompt, becauſe the Managers, Collecters, 
and moſt of the ſubordinate Officers are very litele Verſed in ſuch matters, 
and have other Imp oy ments to divert them; whereas the buſineſs of the 
Cuftoms does not oniy require Skill, but a cloſs and aſſiduous application. 
The Habeae Corpuſ Act was a very great Priviledge to the Subject, but it* 
was obtained with ſo much ſtrugle, and every inch of ground fo: warmly 
diſputed, that it ſeemed rather extorted than granted; for which reaſon' 
it May perhaps need a Review for rendering. ic of greater uſe and value, 
and making it more fully Anſwer all the deſigns for which it was ſramed. 
Tnhe taking ſome effectual courſe with the poor, deſerves alſo the Par- 
liaments conſideration ; both our Religion and Intereſt requires it, for if 
fewer hands were ſuffered to remain idle, and if the poor had full Imploy- 
ment, it would very much tend to the common welfare, and contribute 
to the adding every Year to the general Steck of the Kingdom,  _ 
Amongſt many other Methods, which has been propoſed' from” time 
to time, I think it my Duty to put the Repreſentatives of the Nation in f 
mind, to look wich- a Compaſſionate Ey e into the ſeveral Priſons of this | 
Kingdom, where many Hundreds conſume their time in Vice and Idle- 1? 
neſs, eating bread, and doing no work, whole - labours might be profita- 6 
ble to the common wealth. 1 


” 
4 


The ſuffering fo many Miſerable Creatures to Rot in Goals is rather a 


-fofs than benefite to the Creditors, it may therefore be worth the Parlia- 


ments Wiſdom to think on ſome good Act, that may effectually put an 


end to this Miſchief ſo Scandalous in a Countrey that propoſes to thrive 

by Trade, and ſhould ſet all hands to work. Eo I TE bo 
The Ac in favours of Poor Burgeſſes has done ſome. good that way, 
but wants to be explained in ſome things, and is defective in others; fo 


it will not be difficult to frame a more clear and extenſive At, which 
may relieve and releaſe the poor Debitors; and yet preſerve to the Cre- 


ditors all their fair juſt and honeſt Rights and Intereſts. 


* 


There is a Commiſſion for Bankrupts at Amſterdam, who, when a Man's 
Affairs run into Diſorder, meet, and enquire into the cauſe of his break- 


ing, if they find it was occaſioned by Misfortunes, and caſual Loſſes, 


* 


they conveen the Creditors, amongſt whom they divide the Debitors ef- 
fects in proportion to their reſpective Sums, and give a ſhare thereof tothe 
Debitor himſelf to begin the World again, and it very often happens, that 


his Induſtry being quicken'd and being made wiſer by Experience, he 


doubles his Diligence, and in Proceſs of time is not only in a condition 


_ . to ſatisfie his juſt Debts, but alſo to leave a competent Stock to provide 


his Family; whereas in Priſon ſuch a Perſon had been loſt to all intents. 
and purpoſes, and rendered altogether incapable either to ſhift for him- 


ſelf, or doJuſtice to others, which is no ſmall detriment to the Publick; 
I hope I need ſay little to the point of the Succeſſion, being perſwaded 
_ the Parliament has no mind to meddle with that Affair: God Almighty 

may yet bleſs us with a Succeſſor of the Queens Body, and fo long as 


She is capable to bear Children, it would look like a piece of ill breed- 


- 1 


ing to carve out ons for her; The renowned Queen Elizabeth would by no 


means ſuffer this nice and render point to be touched, but left it to God's 
diſpoſal: And the event ſhewed, that he who governs the Univerſe, did more 


effectually provide for the happineſs and Security of Britain, than Humane 


Wiſdom & Policy could poffibly have contrived it. The procedure of Eng- 
land in the buſineſs of the Succeſſion is no Argument for us, they did not 
think it worth their while to adviſe with us in a mattet, of ſo great impor- 
tance; nor ſhould we think their Example powerful enough to induce us 
ro Write after their Copy: It is high time for us to look to our ſelves when 
e have been ſo much neglected by others: And ſeing ail wiſe and over- 


ruling Providence has put once more an opportunity in our hands to make 


our felves and Poſterity happy, let us take care to improve it to the beſt 
advantage, and be very Cautious how we manage this After-game, and 
how we venture the laſt Stake. : eee e 
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53 read the ſame day. - 


0 0 
The Act given in the other day by the Marques of Abe Lord Privy 
Seal, ( if I be cightly informed ) has fome tendency this way, in provi- 
ding for our Security upon the unhappy event of Her Majeſty's dying 
without iſſue, and therefore I ſhall not preſume to Anticipate what may be 
ſpoke in the Houſe, upon this and ſome other good Acts preſented and 


I was alſo very well pleaſed to he ar, that a Petition from the Broken Offi- 
cers*was brought in, and is to be further conſide red: The neglecting them 
ſo long is a Scandal and Reproach to our Nation, in whole Yuarrel they 


_ ſpent their Youth, Blood, Strength, and Fortunes. Whata melancholly 


thought did it afford, to ſee Gentlemen, who had boldly encountered 


Death in its moſt terrible Shapes Abroad, in Hazard of Starving for want 
of Bread at Home? Let us then, for our Reputations {ake, and in Juſtice : 


and Compaſlion to thele Gallant Mens Sufferings, fall on ſome effectual 
Method for ſubſiſti ng them, till an Occaſion offer to employ them in the 
Queen and Countieys Service, _ PE Ie 1 
The News of letting the Motion for the Supply fall, and yielding, that 
the General Reſolve to ſecure our Religion, Liberties, and Trade, ſhall 
be conſidered by the Parliament, preyious to all other things, will, l am 
perſwaded, be very acceptable to all good Men, as almoſt every Body was 
ſurprized, that there was ever any Struggle or Competition betwixt theſe 
TWO Overtures, © wg | | 3 halts 
I am very ſure our Gracious Queen, (who has no ſeparate Intereſt from 
her People) will go alongſt with every thing that can be propoſed to 
make them happy; beſides the many Aſſurances which Her Majeſly las 
given us of her good Intentions, Her calling us together, (before her own. 
Affairs made the Parliaments meeting neceſſary, ) is an evident Proof, that 
ſhe deſigns thereby, to give them a fair and full Opportunity to repreſent 
their juſt Grievances, that what ſhall be found amils, either in our Conſti- 
tution, or what Abuſes may have creep't into any part of the Adminiſtra= 
tion, may be duly rectified. _ IT Ein df eds 
When Her Majeſty has ſhown ſo much Goodneſs and Condeſcendance, 
we ſhould be wanting to our ſelves, and to our Polterity, if we did not lay 
hold on this happy and precious Occaſion, oss oo 
Our Great and Gracious Queen may put an entire Confidence in the 
Loyalty and Affection of Her Pariiament, and tho the greateſt part thought 
it an indiſpenſibly Duty, in their preſent Circumſtances, to looſe no time 
to ſecure Religion, Liberties and Laws, (which comprehends all that's 
dear or vaiuab.e to Mankind, ) yet Her Majeſty will be convinced, that 
they will, with all aue Reſpect and Deference, entertain apy P t 
. . * | —.— 
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that can be made for the Honour and Safety of Her Royal Peifon and Go- 


vernment, and that they will ſhow themſelves as Zealous and forward to 


grant, what Supplies ſhall be found neceſſary for the preſent Exigence, as 


theſe who preſſed them a little roo ſoon: But will not the People pay their 
Taxes with the greater Alacrity and Willingneſs, when they are ſatisfied, 


they are given for ſo good Purpoſes ? Can the Security of our Religion 


and Property, both now and hereafter, be thought too dear a Purchaſe ? 
This Method, I am perſwaded, cannot be cendemned by any, that will 


judge impartially, and is not engaged in a Party, and therefore it is not 
to be expected, that the Procedure of theſe Noble and Worthy Patriots, 


will be diſpleaſing to their Royal Miſtris, and ſure Lam, it ought ſtrongly 


to recommend them to the Love andEſteem of all True Hearted Scot - men, 


ſeing Scotland's Honour and Welfare is their chief Aim and Concern. _ 
__ Time will not allow me to enlarge on this Subject, or to diſcourſe fully 
on every thing that may ſeem proper for the preſent Occaſion: Theſe few 
Thoughts are but general Hints for abler Heads to improve and enlarge on. 


Having done with the State, it may be expected, I ſhall ſay ſomething 


of the preſent Contraverſie betwixt our Church-men, having mentioned 
it in the beginning of this Diſcourſe. FFC 


"I muſt own, I am very little ſeen in the Debate I never thought more 


neceſſary for a Gentleman, than to underſtand and practiſe the Fundamen- 


tals of Religion, without being troubled with the Niceties of this or that 


Form of Church Government, which is only proper to theſe who live by 
it. Beiides, theſe Three or Four Weeks paſt, there has been ſo much 


preached, ſpoke, and written on this Subject, that there is ſcarce place; 


left for a New Thought. Wherefore I ſhall only offer a few general Re- 
marks on the State of the Queſtion, and the way and manner it is managed. 

Firſt, I cannot but with Regret take notice, that Proteſtant Miniſters, 
who differ nothing in Eſſentials, ſhould, by their Heats and Animoſities, 
ſo much weaken the common Cauſe, and thereby endanger us to become 
an eafy Prey to our Implacable Enemies, to whom, no doubt, this Pa- 
per War affords good Paſtime. RI 


Secondly, I find more Calmneſs of Temper in the Writings on the Epiſco- 


pal Side, which would almoſt perſwade an Unby aſſed Looker on to think 


their Cauſe juſt, whereas the Writings of their Antagoniſts are ſo full of 


Spite, Malice, Envy, Strife, and bitter Railing, that one is apt to think 


they are acted by another Spirit than that of the Goſpel, which breaths 


nothing, but Meekneſs, Love, and Charity. 1 
Thirdly, It I have a true Notion of this ſo much talked of Toleration, 
it is only to give Epiſcopal Miniſters a Liberty to preach in Meeting-Hou- 


ſes, and to be made capable of a Call to Vacant Churches by the greater 
part of the Heretors and Elde:s. 2 | 


The firſt part, I ſuppoſe will be yielded without great Strugle, for her 


Majeſty has given it already: So that all the Diſpute ſeems to be, that 


men of that perſwaſion ſhould be admitted to Churches and Benefices, 


binc illæ Lacbrimæ. 5 ” „ 8 
4. Theſe who accepted a Toleration from a Popiſh King, to Uſher in 


Popery, and ſubvert our Conſticution, cannot in Reaſon or Conſcience 
find fault with a Proteſtant Queen for granting it to Proteſtant Miniſters, 
but their great fear is, that they creep iuto their Churches, poſſeſs Sti- 
pends, and in proceſs of time Undermine their Government. I would 
ask a civil Queſtion or two at theſe zealous Gentlemen. Firſt if all the 
Churches of Scotland have been ever fully planted ſince the Revolution? 


2do. Who gave the power to 40, or 50 Miniſters to aſſume all the reſt, 


and whether this new Model of Presbyterian parity was of Divine or Hu- 


man Inſtitutions? 3tio. What makes them now fo much doubt the 
Peoples Inclinations, ſeing their Government was founded on them, for 
they being ſo very acceptable to them, firſt when they ſcarce knew them, 


they need not fear they will pare with them now that they are ſo well 


acquainted? 


5. Fhave been often told by perſons of Worth and Credit, that for ſeve- 


ral Years, after the Revolution, moſt of the Churches bey ond Tay, conti- 
nued very long Vacant, becauſe there were not Presbyterian Miniſters to 
ſupply them, and one would think it had been better to have continued 
their old Paſtors, than leave them deſolate like Flocks without a Shep- 
herd, to be a prey to every Ravenous Beaſt, 5 


--» 


6. Again it cannot be denied, but that men thruſt from their Churches 


and Houſes by the wild Mobb, and deprived of theic juſt Rights and 
Livings without any legal Sentence, were more hardly dealt with, and 


had more reaſon to complain, than the Presbyterians have, for Epiſco- 

pal Miniſters being allowed to be called to ſome Churches where the He- 
retors and Elders are of that perſwaſion, ſeing they are only to exerciſe. 
Parochial Diſcipline therein, (which is eſſential to rhe Miniſtry ) and no 

ways to be Sharers. of their Juriſdiction, or intrude themſelves into any 


of eheir Judicatories 5 

7. It is moſt certain, that there are a great many ofall Ranks and Degrees 
of the Epiſcopal perſwaſion, and is it not juſt, that their Inclinations 
| ſhouid be gratified, as well as theirs who affect Presbytry? It will take 
off all occaſion of Murmuring againſt Church or State, and fiimly en- 
gage them cordially to embrace that Government, where they find 


them 
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>& themſelves fo eaſy both in their Religious and civil concerns, + 
5 8. It Epiſcopal Miniſters ( who at the Revolution, were as Numerous, -- 
i: and had.as good a legal Right-to-their- Churches, as Presbyterians have 


ence they have for. the Supream Magiſtrate, and their averſion to diſturb 


commend them to the Parliaments care and protection. 


. 


that the Clergy had no hand in it. 


nature, and peaceable behaviourt. 


at this time Interpoſe with all its Vigor, for the Common welfare. 


now or never ) tłuth ſhould, be modeſtly but plainly ſpoke, 
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now) had made ſo much Noiſe and Buſtle as others do at preſent, Iam 
afraid moſt part of them had been kept in poſſeſſion to this day: But 
their peaceable behaviour at that time, and ever ſince, and the defer- 


civil Societies, upon any pretext, ought in my opinion, ſtrongly to re- 


9. I ſhall only add this oneremark more, which is that the Presby terians 
value themſelves on every occaſions, for their great Sufferings, which 
they attribute to the Epiſcopal Clergy ; I think truly no Man ought to 
be Perſecute for his opinion, but if Sir George Mackenzie may be believed, 

he makes it pretty evident, that theſe who Suffered in the Reigns of the 
two Brothers were Condemned and Execute, as Rebels and Traitors, and 


In the laſt place, I ſee no reaſon why an Epiſcopal and Presbyterian 
Miniſter may not, by the good order ofthe civil Covernment, be brought 
to agree as well as Lutherians and Calviniſts do in Germany, Sweden, and 
other places. Its a ſhame for us to need to go ſo far off for Leſſons of good 


To conclude what has been ſaid in the forgoing Sheets, Tho private. 
Men may give their thoughts on publick occurences, yet all they can ſay 
or write will be to litle purpoſe, if the high Court of Parliament do not 


The Eyes of your Conſtituents, the ey es our Neighbouring Nation, nay, 
I may ſay, Europe too are upon you, It's from your united Courage and 
Wiſdom that we expect to have our Religion, Liberties, and Trade ſettled. 
on a ſure and laſting foundation, to have the Honour of our Nation retrie- 
ved abroad, and our ſelves and Poſterity made ſafe and happy at home. 
I would not have entered ſo deeply into che ſtate of things, if the Sub- 
| je did not oblige me to it, and that I am tully ſatisfied, that the Ser- 
vice of my Qieen and Countrey requires that at this Seaſon (which is 
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